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Activities - Centre of Experimental Archeology  

In viterbo  

 

Cosmetic and Fragrances 

Expression of beauty, care and prestige, the production of perfumes and 

crèmes goes back to the ancient times. Back to the II millennium b.C. 

the use of some sophisticated and completely natural techniques 

testifies the importance of cosmetic. The cosmetic work-room, one of 

the most exciting and strange, goes along the ancient cosmetic history 

and carries out with the realization of a crème made by animal greasy 

and natural essences as handed down by the sources (Plinio il Vecchio, 

Diuscoride, Teofrasto)  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dyeing and Texture  

Born to satisfy a natural man exigence, the texture represents 

one of the most important activities since the ancient times. 

Managed from the women, the practice of entwining in warp and 

woof the animal and vegetable fibres becomes a way to express 

ÏÎÅȭÓ Ï×Î ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÕÓȢ 
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To make more precious the textiles contributed the dying of the fibres 

obtained from the use of dyestuff borrowed by the nature.  

The dyeing and texture work-room lasts more or less 2 ½in relation to 

the times requested by the dyeing(boiling of the dye, simmering of the 

woollen in immersion in the dye); the dying is connected with this 

process using high-warp looms provided with heddle and fuse. 

 

 

 

 

Stamps for oil lamps  

Another kind of craftsman was the one represented by the realization of oil lamps fictiles through the stamp 

technique.  

3ÉÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÒ ÒÉÃÈÌÙ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÅÄȣ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÏÕÌÄÓ ÁÎÄ 

becomes function.  
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Mosaic 

 Kind of art inspired by the Muses, the ÍÕÓÅÓȭ ÁÒÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÒÅÆÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÃÅÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

images more and more complicated. <from simple ornamentals of the floor for the Greek world to an essential 

element ever present in gymnasium, thermae, nymphaeum, 

gardens and villas of the 2ÏÍÁÎ ÁÇÅȣ 4ÈÅ ÍÏÓÁÉÃ ×ÏÒË-room 

includes, through the usage of looms in wood, the realization of a 

tiny mosaic with  the typical Roman technique of cocciopesto. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light the fire (spectators) 

 ΪΦΦȢΦΦ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÍÁÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÑÕÅÓÔȠ tool of defence, mean of surviving, holy element. The 

techniques to light the fire, the research of the right materials, the effort to keep it on had been for a long time 

Á ÂÁÓÉÃ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÉÔÙȢ ,ÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÕÎÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÏÍÅÎÔȟ ÉÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ the use of the stone with 

high concentration. 
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Metal meltdown  (spectators)   

Be present to the realization of a bronze object is, today as yesterday, an extremely exciting moment. The 

conquest of the metals represents the passage to a new kind of social, artistic and handcrafted expression for 

the man. The techniques of  such a precious material are one of 

the most interesting subject of the past, result of a quick and 

specialized evolution. The archa-metallurgy, going along the 

history of the metalworking, shows up with the realization of a 

bronze object in stone-moulds as the villanoviano ɀ etrusca 

culture used. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Pottery 

 Since the Neolithic age the man learnt to appreciate the benefits of this material and with simple movements 

he realizes the pottery useful for the daily-ÌÉÆÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃ ÃÌÁÙȭÓ ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÏÔÁÌÌÙ ÅØÐÌÏÉÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 

ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ȰÃÏÌÏÍÂÉÎÏȱ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÉÎ 

villanova age, until the coming of the 

ÐÏÔÔÅÒȭÓ ×ÈÅÅÌȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÏÔÔÅÒÙ ×ÏÒË-room 

involves the people present who through 

these simple manual techniques would 

dedicate themselves in the realization of a 

pottery. 
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Fashion in the ancient world and creation of fibula ornaments 

The study of the old fashioned clothes , from Etruscans to 

Romans, is based on the analysis of the ancient paints.  The 

cloth , his colours, his ornaments specified at first glance the 

ÒÁÎËȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅȣ4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÍÅÔÁÌ 

fibulas, simples, with the shape of an arch within vitreous 

ÐÁÓÔÅȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÎ ȰÏÍÅÇÁȱ functioned as ornament and tools 

useful for the realization of fabrics and draperies. In the work-

room of old fashion clothes, the people present would be 

ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÌÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÔÉÍÅÌÅÓÓÌÙ ÄÅÆÉÌÅÔȣ 
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Visit to the Neolitic hut 
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Course of Roman and Etruscan cookies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


